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On June 5, a spokesman for President Vinicio Cerezo announced that the government has invited
the underground leftist Guatemalan Workers Party-Nucleus (PGT) to join the national political
process. According to press reports, spokesman Julio Santos told reporters that the administration
was interested in seeing the PGT become legalized in the same fashion as other parties. The PGT
pertains to the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG), together with three guerrilla
armies (Rebel Armed Forces-FAR, Guerrilla Army of the Poor-EGP, and Organization of the People
in Arms-ORPA). The PGT went underground in 1954, after the overthrow of President Jacobo
Arbenz. Its base of support is largely within Guatemala City's labor movement and agricultural
workers on the southern coast. Recently, the PGT- Nucleus has not been identified with military
actions. In January, the PGT released a statement rejecting peace talks with the government which
did not include all rebel groups under the UNRG. The statement indicated that the PGT could
not be seduced by promises of legitimizing its own activities in the political process until the
administration accepts the necessity of dialogue with all rebel groups to obtain a lasting peace.
(Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 06/05/87)
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